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OCTOBER 31

ST QUINTIN, MARTYR
(A.D. 287)

[From his acts in Surius, written in a good style, before St Eligius's time, but later than Nestorius.
The author assures us that he compiled them from a history written by one \vho was
present at the first translation of the martyr's relics, fifty-five years after his death, But
the author has added certain circumstances from popular traditions, with a ftrtur; which
are not of equal authority. Other acts of St Quintin, but of an inferior stamp, are given
us by Claude Hemere, in his History of the Town of St Quintin's. See Tillemont, t. iv,
pp. 433, 436, 700.]

ST QUINTIN was a Roman, descended of a senatorial family, and is called
by his historian the son of Zeno.   Full of zeal for the kingdom of Jesus
Christ, and burning with a holy desire to make his powerful name and
the mysteries of his love and mercy known among the infidels, he left his
country, renounced all prospects of preferment, and, attended by St Lucian
of Beauvais, made his way to Gaul.   They preached the faith together in
that country till they reached Amiens, in Picardy, where they parted.
Lucian went to Beauvais, and having sown the seeds  of divine faith
in the hearts of many, received the crown of martyrdom in that city.
St Quintin stayed at Amiens, endeavouring by his prayers and labours
to   make   that   country   a   portion   of  our   Lord's   inheritance.    God
made him equally powerful  in  words  and  works, and  his discourses
were   authorized   and   strongly   recommended   by   great   numbers   of
miracles, and illustrated and enforced by a most holy and mortified life.
The  reward  of his  charitable labours  was  the crown of martyrdom,
which he received in the beginning of the reign of Maximian Herculeus,
who   was   associated in the  empire by  Diocletian,  in   the  year  286.
Maximian made Rictius Varus prefect of the praetorium, whose hatred
of  the   Christian   religion   has   stored  the  Martyrology  with  lists   of
many illustrious martyrs.   Varus seems to have resided at Triers, the
metropolis of the Belgic Gaul; but, making a progress into the Second
Gaul,   when  he  was   near  Soissons he  had  intelligence  of the great
progress the Christian faith had made at Amiens, and resolved to cut
him off who was the author of this great change.    When he arrived at
Amiens, he ordered St Quintin to be seized, thrown into prison, and loaded
with chains.   The next day the holy preacher was brought before the pre-
fect, who assailed his constancy with promises and threats;  and, finding
him proof against both, ordered him to be whipped unmercifully and
then confined to a close dungeon without the liberty of receiving either
comfort or assistance from the faithful.    The holy martyr, strengthened
by Him whose cause he defended, remained superior to all the cruel
arts of his barbarous persecutor,  and preserved a perfect tranquillity